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MAN OF SPORT

I will repeat what I have said five years ago: “I don’t
want to replace a sincere congratulation in a jubilee
greeting card with a bunch of “traditional” trite expre-
ssions. The jubilee person himself will most likely disagree
with this idea, letting alone others. Yes, I'm speaking about
Jano Bagrationi whose 70th anniversary is a reason for
publishing this book. The Georgian Olympic Encyclopedia

‘describes milestone moments of Jano Bagrationi’s course

of life. It’s difficult to judge about a person’s nature only by
dry bjographical data, but even this scarce information
confirms that Jano Bagrationi is a man of sport. Anybody
who has business-like relations with Jano Bagrationi can
reaffirm this. It takes a long way for a soldier to become a
general and the way from sportsman to man of sport is not
shorter.

One might be a gifted sportsman, talented coach,
intelligent sport manager but never become a man of sport.
To become a genuinely business person, family man, man
of his word and a man of sport one must be a man and
neither noble birth and nor famous origination will help.
Nature has provided Jano Bagrationi with both noble birth
and a high integrity.

ELGUJA BERISHVILI
President of Georgian Association of Sport Writers
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Dear Mr Bagrationi,

I would like to convey my best wishes and congratulations
fo you on the occasion of your 70th birthday.

As a successful handball player and coach, you have col-
lected championship titles from the former USSR, and then
from Georgia, for several decades. And many Olympic cham-
pions and prize-winners have practised handball under your
leadership for years. You never lefi the field of sport as,
among other things, you ran the Department of Physical Cul-
ture of the Polytechnic Institute for 10 years. You also took on
leading roles as Chairman of the Thilisi Sport Committee and
Deputy Chairman of the Georgian State Sport Department,
before holding the position of Deputy Minister of Sports and
Tourism for Georgia.

On 6 October 1989, you were one of the founders of the
Georgian National Olimpic Committee, before becoming its
Vice-President, then President from December 1996 to De-
cember 2004 and today its Honorary President. You were al-
so the Chef de Mission for the 1996 Atlanta Olimpic Games,
Jfor which Georgia competed with an independent team for the
Jirst time, with a total of 36 athletes in 13 sports.

Throughout all these years, you have become an outstan-
ding figure in the history of Georgian sport, supporting the
Olympic Movement's activities in your country and promoting
sport and its values among people, and in particular young
people. Along with these achievements, you have been recog-
nized by the Georgian government, the Georgian NOC and the
10C, which awarded you the Olympic Order.

The Olimpic Movement is gpateful to you for these many
contributions.

I wish you an enjoyable celebration and a Happy 70th
Birthday!

JACQUES ROGGE
10C President
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Juan Antonio Samaranch has
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personally decorated Jano Bagrationi with
the honorable medal of LNOC
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THE MAN
WHO DEVOTED
HIS LIFE TO SPORT

Jano (Jansugh) Bagrationi was born on April 4, 1938
in Thilisi. In 1977 he graduated from the Institute of
Physical Culture of Georgia. In 1962 Jano completed
his studies at the department of light industry of
Georgian Polytechnic Institute and continued work for
the department. For eleven years he was associate
professor and head of the department of physical culture
of this institute.

Beginning 1983 Jano Bagrationi has worked as chair
of Thilisi sports committee. Since 1986 he has been first
deputy chairman of Georgian sports committee, which
was then renamed into sports and tourism ministry and
finally formed as sports department. From 1994 he has
been first-vice president of Georgian National Olympic
Committee (GNOC) and was elected as GNOC
president by the end of 1996. Thereby he combined two
jobs. During the Olympic Games in Atlanta Bagrationi
headed the Georgian delegation.

As a member of Thilisi "Burevestnik" (Petrel)
handball team he became a champion of the then USSR
and multi-time prize-winner. Bagrationi is an honored
master of sports and an honored coach of Georgia and
the former USSR. He is author of 18 scientific works
and co-author of a monograph. Since 2004 Bagrationi is
honored president of GNOC. His great services to the
homeland and Olympic movement have been rewarded
with Order of Vakhtang Gorgasali, Order of Honor and
orders of International Olympic Committee (10C).
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tarting with ancient Olympic Games sport and cul-
S ture are indivisible notions. Then and now the con-
tests of artists have always accompanied Olympic Ga-
mes. However, there were and there are the personaliti-
es who manage to successfully combine sports and art.
Some of them even succeeded in winning awards at
both Olympic Games and artists' competition. Why
knows... may be Jano Bagrationi could have been
among them, if handball was in the program of Olympic
Games while he was an active sportsman and if a con-
test of singers was conducted simultaneously. Jano Bag-
rationi was deservedly applauded many times both at
the handball arena and at the proscenium when sang his
favorite song "Country of Flowers".

Whatever the case, Georgian National Olympic Com-
mittee has a distinguished president given Jano Bagratio-
ni's achievements. in sports and art. If add his scientific
works to these talents Jano Bagrationi might be conside-
red a really outstanding person among his 200 colleagues
in the world and heads of Olympic organizations.

— "I don't know whether IOC President Juan Anto-
nio Samaranch can sing, but for me singing is a part of
my life," Jano Bagrationi says. 1998 was a special year
for him. The long line of visitors, numerous telephone
calls and congratulations began in that winter and con-
tinued for a long time. Jano Bagrationi had lots of rea-
sons for receiving congratulations. First, President of
Georgia decreed to award him Order of Honor, se-
condly, he received 10C order, thirdly, he celebrated his
60th anniversary, fourthly he was happy with the birth
of the fourth grandchild and finally he was granted the
title of Thilisi freeman. These events were quite impor-
tant and memorable in Jano Bagrationi's biography.

Said Jano Bagrationi, "Of course, this is really the
case. Everything is very important for me. However,
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I was not happy at all when I had become 60 years old,
although I lavishly celebrated the event with my friends
and relatives and I probably looked very happy and joy-
tul when sitting with them. 60 years age is a sign of a
sluggish decrease. Of course, I'm joking but neverthe-
less this is the case. I can't feel myself happy. I'm getting
into a slightly bad mood when realize that I'm 60 years
old. I won't hide that reception of the Olympic Order
made me really happy because this is the supreme award
of IOC. Famous sportsmen/sportswomen, prime-minis-
ters, public figures are bearers of this order. It's a grea-
test honor for me to be in the company of such outstan-
ding persons."

* Of course, all these achievements are more than eno-
ugh reasons that our readers become more closely acqu-
ainted with Jano Bagrationi.

We divided our interview with him into three parts:
Jano Bagrationi on the stage, Jano Bagrationi on sports
arena and Jano Bagrationi at a chief executive position.
Of course, we didn't pass these topics quickly like exp-
ress and made some deviations to remember sweet and
memorable events here and there.

My relations with sport began when I was a fifth-
form boy. I started training in the basketball section of
the Pioneers' Palace under the coaching of Tamar Gege-
lashvili. She was the first Georgian masters of sports in
basketball and her trainces were very proud of this.
Then I continued training with the outstanding basket-
ball specialist and a great person Mikheil Kekelidze. |
was doubtful about my success in this field because 1
was very skinny and that's why I switched over to han-
dball. Former basketball players were the people who
pioneered the development of handball in Georgia. The
handball players of our generation were lucky indeed.
Thilisi "Burevestnik" was the first winner of the first
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USSR championship in handball. When our team beca-
me a champion T was sitting on the bench and crying
hard, but they were tears of both joy and bitterness. Du-
ring the preparatory training for the championship [ was
injured so badly that underwent a surgery and my team-
mates won the championship without me despite I was
a member of the main team. In 1964 our team became a
champion again and afterwards won silver medals three
times successively. From 1968 I began coaching. Howe-
ver, my first greatest joy and the first biggest embarras-
sment are connected with that first championship.

— May be the question is slightly strange but ne-
vertheless I would like to ask. What does sport mean
Jfor you?

— Sport is the meaning of my life. I have devoted
my whole life to sports. I have been in sports since my
childhood and have never abandoned sport, despite
many tempting offers. I graduated from the department
of light industry of Georgian Polytechnic Institute. That
was the money making profession and many people of-
fered me to work in that industry as a puppet director al-
lowing them to do business on my behalf and allowing
me to engage in sports. Although I used to work in this
field for five years [ failed to accustom to this specialty
because T was feeling that was not my business. As 1
told you I devoted my life to the business which was ge-
nuinely mine.

— However, you are still devoted to your student-
time keenness on variety art. What does song mean
Jor you?

— Song is my keenness indeed and it's my hobby.
The family where I was brought up followed the tradi-
tion of great respect for choreography, singing and Ge-
orgian culture in general. And there was a little chance
that I could not inherit something from such kind of fa-
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mily. My father was a quite famous vocalist and was a
People's Artist of the then USSR. He studied in conser-
vatoire like my mother and they became acquainted
with each other. My father's uncle was a famous perfor-
mer of Georgian dances. My grandmother Olga Amire-
jibi was a talented singer. Thus, it was impossible that
I could not inherit some of their values and characters.

The Bagrationi dynasty emblem bears lyre. Resear-
chers explain this by two reasons the love of the Geor-
gians to music and connection of the Bagrationi's origi-
nation with King David who as they say brilliantly pla-
yed the lyre. Therefore, the reason for Jano Bagrationi's
keenness on music and song becomes more than clear.

Memoirs... memoirs

The most exciting and sweet recollection associated
with stage goes back to my student time when 1 was a
first-year student and my friends tempted me to try my
strength in singing. Composer Guram Bzvaneli created
a song "Fear" particularly for student's artistic Olympi-
ad and 1 fearlessly sang "Fear" song together with my
friend Tsisana Khubalashvili. Then I found myself in the
institute's pops orchestra and eventually singing has be-
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come a part of my life. But this is not my profession and
I don't claim to be a professional singer. Nevertheless, 1
like to sing at a party in the circle of friends.

"What kind of singer could I become had I followed
this profession seriously?" Jano is returning the question
and answers it himself. "God knows... may be the audi-
ence will hiss me off at the stage. But now as amateur [
have both ear and tone-hearing. I can't compete with Sa-
maranch in finances but I can in singing," GNOC Presi-
dent concludes with a pleased smile upon his face.

Memoirs... memoirs

The period when Nugzar Endeladze headed Georgi-
an Sport Committee is the most pleasantly memorable
time for Jano Bagrationi as sports official.

Jano Bagrationi remembers, "That time | was his de-
puty. He was younger than I but was very experienced
and smart in organizational work and it was a pleasure
to work with him. Ramaz Goglidze was his predecessor.
That was a special ,period in the history of Georgian
sport. Let's remember Olympic Games in Seoul when
12 out of 16 Georgian entrants won medals, including 5
gold, 2 silver and 5 bronze. That was the period of as-

17



x6m dsatagombo s Bobo Bzamodzomo
x0be d-aﬁﬁododa baﬂaﬁmmm]t
Bmabﬂﬁmh Bgrrgtsgools
Byeddegdbgempdensh,

Bped Jogatruplond, gdbst bybsodgomamsb
©3 EdEo %aﬁadnﬂalmﬂi.

Jano Bagrationi with his grandchild Jano
Khurtsikidze and Georgian Tennis
Federation’s leaders Zurab Khatsarava,
Emzar Zenaishvili and Lali Zerekidze.

a0bsbligMe 396, daacad Lodmg®ado go dg3gx0d-
960, — bogogom slzgbol Lgm z-ob 3egbowgbio.
deoambgdgdo, degmbgdgdo. ..

%560 dog@omboliogol, Omameyy  bdemedol
Fabdombgtobmgol, gagemsby lasdmm gobablgbgdgmo
gmagomo ols 3360("1;‘\10, ﬁlm(}o ]Jojaﬁmwgfmh Ls3emer-
Bagmdodgt)l byabed gbegemsdy ongdxmdatymdgs.

— 0d EAHMb dolo dmswgoeg g0g930, — oblghgdl
%96 a)aﬁﬁb@c)msn. — 63%3 abaggaa‘}ﬁﬁgga oge, dog-
633 mpsbobsioner d9dsmdsdo wowo gsdm(mogny-
boo, Lygdosbo mgoligdgdom asdmodhymms @y dsbowb
ddsmds dgdoe Lalosdmber asbenom. dsbsdwyg oge
615dab amagﬁodﬂ. ols 3351()9){Q0 aaamﬁﬁﬂ‘ﬂggo ogm
Jooormmo L3mOEol olgmcosdo.  axgoblgboon lign-
ol mmoddono 0m3dsdgdo, baws Fggbo 16 Ldme-
1&3350;9.)6 mﬁa;]@)‘da 12 33[9.);:330 30’)030‘13.5, doen Doo-
ol 5 mHob, 2 g9obemobs ©s 5 860bysmbo. 35dob
dstgma3 oo dmdyemdol dgMompo opgs. dgey
oY 6‘)511)3;{20059'5 mgﬁ\noa.?n'aﬁ'm 0‘\)3&3360, 15.)@.58 833—

18

cent in Georgian sport. Then Olympic Games in Barce-
lona came where the Georgian entrants won 3 gold and
5 bronze medals, which was not less important than our
achievements in Seoul and exceeded it in some other di-
mensions. It was a happy day for me when I was ¢lec-
ted GNOC president. That was a result of GNOC in-
cumbent president Nona Gaprindashvili's courageous
move. She nominated my candidacy and encouraged me
to take part in the ballot. It's twice as much as respon-
sible and honorable task to be GNOC president after
Nona Gaprindashvili. I'm trying to justify her hopes by
deepening and developing the traditions which he had
established in GNOC,

When Jano Bagrationi was holding offices of GNOC
president and first deputy chair of state department for
sports simultaneously doubts arose whether he was able
to handle both jobs successfully.

"The retorts addressed to me then didn't come from
ill-wishers. They were said to my benefit, because aut-
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Atlanta, 1996.

Jano Bagrationi and Kalkhi Asatiani,
chair of state department of sports of
Georgia, have jointly doing a

hard work while managing this
organization for years.

hors of the retorts were feeling that it would be difficult
for me to combine two jobs. Then I thought that I was
not the man who is unable to assess his own abilities re-
asonably to make right decision at the right time. My
rich sport background was behind my attitude that time.
It included careers of sportsman, coach and sport mana-
ger at various leading positions. I was GNOC vice-pre-
sident and believed that I knew a lot in sport. However,
after election to GNOC president | saw from different
angle what is called Olympic Movement and discovered
many new aspects. [ found that Olympic movement be-
ars far more important role and mission and Olympic
Committee is so important that even one chief is not suf-
ficient to manage it properly. I was made sure of the ne-
ed of more propaganda and education for Olympism
ideas, because many sport managers could not compre-

hend gist of the Olympic movement letting alone the:

population. That's why [ considered combining of two
jobs inappropriate and exceeding my capabilities. Thus
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I decided to keep the job of GNOC president only,"
Bagrationi said.-

By the way, while working for sports department si-
multaneously 1 was constantly feeling that I could not
do the full amount of work for GNOC. When [ was in
GNOC it seemed to me that something wrong was hap-
pening in sports department in my absence. My 60 year
age was another factor and was getting increasingly ti-
red with constant movement back and forth between
GNOC and sports department. Then I decided to focus
on the single and important task - Olympic movement,
which requires huge efforts.

— We have just talked about combining two jobs and
therefore occupying two chairs. What does a chair of of-

ficial mean for you? Even though one chair ...

I have never striven for chair as a mean for well-be-
ing. When I was a player | began coaching and trained
girls. Then rector of Polytechnic Institute Archil Dzidzi-
guri offered me a job in the Institute's department where
I worked for 11 years and became associate professor.
The affairs themselves urged me to move to the other fi-
eld. Then I became chair of Thilisi sports committee and
afterwards deputy chairman of Georgian committee for
sports. I have never fought to occupy a chair and never re-
sorted to any gerrymander for this, T drifted with the cur-
rent regardless of whether T wanted it or not. I participa-
ted in the election of GNOC president according to in-
cumbent president Nona Gaprindashvili's will when she
voluntarily resigned and vacated the position. She sup-
ported my candidacy and asked others to do the same.

— Were there any disappointments in your activity?

Of course, I found myself disappointed several times
and rhany times for the last eight years I-was close to de-
cision to quit my job in sports and go. It was difficult to
endure that hard time. However, when I began to think
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Thilisi. 1995.

American friend of Georgian Olympians
Norma Hessinger, Jano Bagrationi, President
of European National Olympic Committees
Jacques Rogge, Nona Gaprindashvili, GNOC
officer Rusudan Aptsiauri and Georgia’s
Foreign Minister Irakli Menagarishvili
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of things profoundly I understood that my resignation
would have been unwise step. It's too late for me to
change my specialty and goal of my life. My goal is to
stay in sport and work for the welfare of sport until I'm
alive. People with whom I interact must evaluate how
well I handle my job.

His job was evaluated deservedly by the Order of
Honor and "Olympic Order."

It was in 1998. But Jano Bagrationi's portrait will
miss an important feature if we don't remember a story
told by his friend Omar Gogiashvili, professor and rec-
tor of Georgian Sports Academy. Said Gogiashvili, "The
important aspect, which I want to emphasize in Jano

Bagrationi's personal features is that he very supportive

and surprisingly attentive person. He never missed birt-
hdays, weddings and funerals of friends and relatives.
Despite his very busy schedule he always managed to
find time come to several places during the day for a
short time to express his respect and love to everybody
and everywhere. Even after a partial recovery from an
acute stroke he is still trying to follow this mode of life.
That's why he enjoys great respect as from friends and
relatives so from strangers. Jano Bagrationi is always
ready to help, give recommendation or solicit any per-
son, and this person might be a relative or stranger. He
can trouble any person for the problems of others and [
was eye-witness of this several times and I particularly
appreciate his feature of his character. I want to remem-
ber one story. Several persons visited Jano in connecti-
on with sport-related issue and asked him to be a solici-
tor to a certain person. Bagrationi became slightly con-
fused and said that he didn't know that person. The re-
questers stated wonderingly that Jano was a widely
known figure and even if he didn't know that person, the
latter should know him and most likely would not say
NO to Jano's request. They made Jano to call that per-
son by the direct governmental telephone line. Jano res-
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trictively communicated that person the visitors' request
and only by the end of the conversation reminded that
Jano Bagrationi was calling. As soon as Jano said this
everybody in the room heard through the telephone re-
ceiver how that person was bucked up. He apologized
for not giving due attention to Jano at the yesterday
party because of leaving early and promised to give any
possible assistance to any person who would come to
him on Jano Bagrationi's behalf. After the telephone
conversation the requesters told Jano how right they we-
re when told him that nobody would object him becau-
se of his widely known personality.

Indeed, Jano Bagrationi enjoyed extremely high po-
pularity and he is far-famed nowadays. His popularity
was determined by his sport achievements, keenness on
music, his family and a wide circle of friends. That's
why Jano Bagrationi is Jano Bagrationi.

In spring of 2003 T visited Jano Bagrationi again.
This time I interviewed him in connection with his 65th
anniversary jubilee date.

— Now when you are celebrating your 65th birthday
and probably remember your course of life, don't you
think that you are a favorite of fortune? During the who-
le life you were doing what you enjoyed to do and you
were emploved in your most favorable field. You used to
be a famous sportsman, champion of USSR, soloist of
the band of Georgian Polytechnic Institute, associate
professor to the same institute, deputy minister of sport
and tourism, now president of GNOC and a member of
Georgian parliament. You easily made yourself a good
career. Don't you think that your patrician family name
helped you somewhat? Although, it's well-known that
nobilities in the communist era were under cruel repri-
sals and restrictions.

— Once I told you that I have never fought for obta-
ining a chair of high-ranking official and business itself
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had pushed me forward. It happened that I was really
very popular early in life and I can't complain of fortu-
ne now. 1 didn't encounter any big resistance in any
sphere and nobody put obstacles on my way. I was allo-
wed to travel abroad without any problems.

My father was also surprised by this and suspected
me of connections with KGB. He once told my mother
about it. That time representatives of noble families we-
re persecuted indeed. My father used to encounter resis-
tance always and everywhere, including choreography
and jazz. In 1938, during the terrible reprisals, when 1
was only several months old, my father was going to
travel to the international folklore festival in England as
a member of 16-strong delegation. Early in the morning
when he arrived at the airport somebody unexpectedly
read out the travelers' list right at the ladder. My father
was the sole person whose name was left out of those
sixteen. I remember the time when my father was mis-
sing for several days and one can imagine our anxiety
and nervousness. When he was coming back his face
was expressing torment, grief and trouble. That time
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Jacques Rogge and Jano Bagrationi
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Jano Bagrationi with the young painters
on the Olimpic Festival's days

KGB had special flats where they used to summon pe-
ople for interrogation, blackmail or recruiting.

My father was waiting for a flat for a very long time
and finally he got it in Saburtalo (district of Tbilisi) at
the very end of Pavlov street which made my father to
joke that he felt as if he lived in Khashuri(a town in wes-
tern Georgia). In 1974 when be became 64 we celebra-
ted his 60th anniversary. Nevertheless, we must be
happy that he avoided execution in "those times." Per-
haps my father's origination from the Bagrationi royal
family played a certain role in his survival.

— At one of the meetings with Georgian Olympians
President Eduard Shevardnadze called you future king
of Georgia half in jest. Letting alone this remark it's in-
teresting to know vour family-tree.

— In the second half of 15th century the united Ge-
orgian state broke to smaller princedoms and kingdoms.
The last king of Georgia Giorgi the 8th (1446-1476)
moved to Kakheti (eastern Georgia) obtained a foothold
in that region and gave origin to the Kakhetian branch
of the Bagrationi family.

King Giorgi reigned here for 10 years and after his de-
ath in 1476 his son Alexander ascended the throne. He
had two sons Giorgi and Demetre. Alexander was adhe-
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The brothers Giorgi and Jano Bagrationis in Sioni church during the
blessing of the Bagrationi’s dynasty banner
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rising of the Bagrationis banner on Narikala

29




1998 Ggemls 396133bgemyd3s

%36 dagGaBombo 3 Jobethygolotio
groes® B96aqmaos odomolido Gdobes
aomol ofpgbols SoPrendsm 3gnmbylb,
Oodrgdory h&daﬁmmmh

googzogol aftoserfds, gffdobroghds
35&5-&6"]1;3.} omos IT oo

In 1998 in Thilisi

the Germans inaugurated Jano Bagrationi
and filmmaker Eldar Shengelaya as

knights of St. George Order.

They were received by the Leader of
Georgian Orthodox Church, Patriarch of all
Georgia his Holly Sin Ilya the Second
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rent to peaceful policy to Kartli (another region of eastern
Georgia) and his son Demetre supported him in this en-
deavor. However, Giorgi who enjoyed support of Kakhe-
ti feudals strove for incorporation of Kartli kingdom.
When he was assured that this policy was unacceptable
for his father and brother he killed father in 1511 and di-
sabled brother by burning out his eyes. For this reason he
entered the history under the nickname "Giorgi the Evil."
Demetre could not stay in Kakheti any longer and he mo-
ved to Kartli together with his family, accommodated
there and even built a fortress in Dirbi. This branch of the
Bagrationi's family tree was called the people with "scor-
ched eyes." Later on, Demetre's son Davit called them
the Davitishvilis. Our direct ancestors used to reside in
Abano village of the current Kareli district. Father of our
grand-grand father Nikoloz had four sons Alexander
(Sandro), Giorgi (Gogina), Konstantine and Archil.

— Have you ever thought about becoming a king or
dreamt about it in your childhood?
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The ceremony of
inauguration of Jano
Bagrationi as a holder
of St. George Order
by the Germans

For sure, T can't remember that 1 have ever dreamt
about it either in my childhood or in my juvenile age
and later. After restoration of Georgia's state indepen-
dence my friends frequently joke with me ... here is in-
dependent Georgia ... here is a throne and let's ascent
and reign and we will be your servants. Internally I'm a
monarchist and if monarchy is going to be restored in
Georgia, this will be a rather symbolic act, but circum-
stances and preconditions must mature for this. Howe-
ver, we must not seek a symbolic kind in Italy or Spain
but find a person here. In Georgia there are many young
well-educated and polite representatives of the Bagrati-
onis who deserve this title from all points of view.

We have established the house of descendents of the
Bagrationis, which unites about hundred representatives
of the Bagrationis. Nanuka Bagrationi leads the house
and I'm her deputy. Our goal is to popularize the Bagra-
tioni family name which this house bears. Can others Ii-
ke the Bagrationis claim 10-century history of reign?!
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The Bagrationi-Davitishvilis
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— One of the interesting photos in your family album
shows you and King of Spain Juan Carlos. Our readers
will be interested in when and where the photo was taken.

— It was in 1992, when I was at the tennis tournament
during the Olympic Games in Barcelona. Weather was
very hot and T was watching the games dressed in shorts
like other spectators on the tennis-court. King of Spain
came there together with a large body of his suite. We ac-
quainted with each other there and I found that Juan Car-
los knew particularly well the history of the Bagrationis
living in Spain. The king remembered Spain-based race-
driver Khorkhe Bagrationi, an offspring of the royal Bag-
rationis, and other Georgian sportsmen. Then we together
took a memorable photo. After return-home in Tbilisi I re-
ceived the photo from the very Juan Carlos framed by the
royal crown and decorated with his personal autograph.

— The story published in the issue of the American
magazine "Town and Country" in 1991 tells about you.
The author of the story Erin Condit writes full of admi-
ration and surprise "Jano Bagrationi carries a two feet
long horn full of red wine. He is standing at some distan-
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ce from the table peering into the eves of each of us with
his mighty gaze and proposes a toast. "I'm drinking to my
ancestors, to Georgian kings and to those deceased
members of the family who are not among us al this re-
markable party." Then the last representative of the royal
dynasty says in his native language "Gaumarjos" (was-
sail) and empties the horn all in the same breath. That
day Jano Bagrationi drank twenty five glasses of wine.
— Indeed, 1 could consume a lot of alcohol without
getting drunk and I have always emptied my glass. Ho-
wever, | like mild beverages and prefer Kakhetian wine.
As to my skills of "Tamada" (toast-master), I was tenth-
form boy when I led a party as Tamada for the first time.

Nevertheless, I'm not a professional "Tamada" and 1 ha-

ven't been master of parties very often. This is a great
burden and responsibility. However, as they say 1'm not
a bad "Tamada." While acting as "Tamada" it's difficult
for me to be open because T feel myself constrained.

— You said that your wife is an excellent cook and ma-
kes delicious cuisine, which I can confirm. We also know
about your gourmandize. Arve you good in kitchen?

— I can cook a little and people could see me in the
kitchen many times.

— In connection with your 65th anniversary what
kind of toast would you propose and drink with a goblet
of different size?

— You probably remember 1 invited about six hun-
dred guests to the 'Aragvi’ restaurant when celebrated my
60th anniversary. Many others remained uninvited and
likely took offence at me. That's why I'm going to mark
my 65th anniversary in the narrow circle. What about a
goblet of different size, I use it in my family only when |
drink to my father and today I'll keep this tradition.

2003
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I'm proud of my acquaintance and friendship with Jano
Bagrationi who is an honorable representative of the
Georgian nation, He has left ineffaceable trace in the memory
of our people. I first acquainted with Jano as an
acknowledged leader of Georgian sports who developed many
tvpes of sports in the country and achieved brilliant results.

I will not list the types of sports which are associated with
Jano Bagrationi, because a reader who is interested in the
past and present of our sport doesn 't need reminding from me.

Jano Bagrationi is known as a distinguished state and
public figure and his merits have been marked by the various
public and state awards, titles and gratitude. The God granted
Jano Bagrationi with other talents. He is a connoisseur of
Georgian folklore and musical culture in general. He has left
his ineffaceable trace in this sphere as well.

And, finally Jano Bagrationi is the person who has
numerous friends and fans. This is the very man whom we
consider manly man, reliable person and a great citizen.

EDUARD SHEVARDNADZE
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Thilisi. 1953.

Jano Bagrationi is a basketball player as yet
and plays at the Soviet Union championship
together with coevals. Jano Bagrationi is the
sixth from the right.
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Stands of Thilisi Sports Palace remember
Jano Bagrationi’s performance
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Prague, 1956, Jimsher Enukidze,
correspondent of “Lelo™ newspaper, Jano
Bagrationi, legendary Czech footballer
goalkeeper and Jemal Abaishvili
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In 1964, Thilisi “Burevestnik™ handball
team became champion of the

USSR for the second time.

In the upper row: Tamaz Antadze, Jemal
Tsertsvadze, Gary Machavariani, senior
coach Giorgi Sharashidze, Temur
Zardalishvili, Boris Kopalesihvili, Jano
Bagrationi; Sitting: Jemal Zakaraidze,
Leri Kartozia, Alexander Khutsishvili,
Imedo Pkhakadze, Jemal Abaishvili,
Anzor Ekseulidze,
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Thilisi. 1964,

Thilisi “Burevestnik's” Handball Team
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Jano Bagrationi’s attack
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Jansugh Bagrationi have not been throwing
often heretofore. He was a good and well-
defined defender. But in the games of this
year’s championship he showed himself as a
skillful goal scorer. Jano is always in good
spirits and he doesn’t lose hope for victory
even in a complicated situation. He is fighting
with all his heart, This is Jano on the stadium
and he is the same in the everyday life. He is
initiator of entertainment, dancing and
singing. This is our Jano junior — worthy
member of the elder Jano Bagrationi’s family
“Lelo™ newspaper (16.06.1964)
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Jano Bagrationi’s handball upheavals in
Thilisi, Lvev and Moscow
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Jano Bagrationi started his

career of coach by training of girls
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After employment in the girls’ team Jano
Bagrationi returned to his home team Thilisi
‘Burevestnik’ in the capacity of coach

6o 3-&36&60«15& Focdaggdqdo
aﬁaﬁmﬁwh ﬁ&méﬂnﬁ 30001309’_26‘ 1972
Fascb 351 Wes guglohols modlabhybmgmo

Bgobamob Gorghs Bogfoip.

Jano Bagrationi claimed success as a coach as
well. In 1972 he was awarded the title of an
Honored Coach of the Soviet Union.
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Alexander Anpilogov of Thilisi “Burevestnik”
became a champion of 1972 Olympic Games
and his sucgess brought his trainer Jano
Bagrationi the title of the Honorable Coach of
the USSR. Anpilogov made his trainer happy
one more time by winning the eighth world
championship. Jano Bagrationi’s
achievements made happy his coach Giorgi
Sharashenidze (upper photo).
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My Dear Friend Jansug,

It is with great pleasure that I learn of your upcoming 70th
Birthday of 4th April 2008. Let me on behalf of the whole Eu-
ropean Qlympic family send you our best wishes and greetings
Jfor a very Happy Birthday.

Can I say personally what a great pleasure it is for me to
send my best wishes, you have been a great friend and suppor-
ter of mine during my career in the Olympic movement, and I
very much appreciate that.

I also very much enjoyed the time my wife and [ spent in
the company of you and your charming wife and the great fun
we had together on many occasions.

You have really been of tremendous service to your Co-
untry in Sport and the Olimpic movement and you have gui-
ded them through many difficult situations.

Without leaders like you the Olimpic movement could ne-
ver survive,

1 also send you the very best wishes from my wife Svivia-
ne, and we wish you and your wife a really great day.

Yours sincerely,
PATRICK HICKEY,
Europe s National Olympic Committees President
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Atlanta. 1996.

Here Jano Bagrationi made
his Olympic debut in the
capacity of the head of the
Georgian Olympic delegation
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-At the end of 1996 after the Olympic Games in Atlan-
ta a new stage had started in the history of Georgian Oly-
mpic movement, when Jano Bagrationi was unanimously
elected as second president of GNOC. The very first ye-
ar of his presidency was marked by significant achieve-
ments in the Olympic cycle. In 1997, Georgian entrants
won five golden, two silver and three bronze medals in
four Olympic types of sports at the various champion-
ships of Europe and the World. In the same year for the
first time in the history of independent Georgia boxer Gi-
orgi Kandelaki became the world champion in the most
prestigious heavyweight category. In the same year Geor-
gian sportsmen achieved significant successes at the win-
ter and summer Olympic days of the European youth and
at the Olympic days of Balkan states.

1997 was important from the point of view of propa-
gation of Olympic ideas and values. Although GNOC
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first president Nona Gaprindashvili was at the origins of
this endeavor in the hardest period for our country, but
during Bagrationi’s presidency successes in this field ha-
ve multiplied and elevated to a higher level. Although
that period was not trouble-free for Georgia.

“Georgian sportsmen, coaches, sport workers and of-
ficials did more than they can stand. They not only main-
tained sport at a certain level, but strengthened its image
and enhanced its international authority,” Emzar Zenais-
hvili, secretary general of GNOC, wrote in the Georgian
magazine “Olympian.”

The most important what Jano Bagrationi did for the
last years of his presidential term was establishing the
Olympic Fund, which become possible thanks to great ef-
forts of GNOC and good will of the well-known busines-
sman Badri Patarkatsishvili, which allowed the Georgian
Olympic movement to rise to its feet.
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After the Olympic Games in Athens in because of
worsening health condition Jano Bagrationi didn’t run for
reelection as GNOC president. Despite this he still serves
faithfully for the Olympic movement.
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Sydney Olympic Games -2000, where 36
entrants from Georgia competed in thirteen
types of sports and won 6 bronze medals
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Giorgi Asanidze, weightlifter and standard
bearer of Georgian delegation, won a bronze
medal at the Olympic Games in Sydney
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Judoist Giorgi Vazagashvili enriched his box
of awards conquered at Europe and

world championships by the bronze medal
that he deservedly won at the

Olympic tatami in Sydney
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Mukhran Vakhtangadze made us happy by
his bronze medal won at Sydney Olympics in
Greco-Roman Wrestling
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By winning bro
made happy his fans and himself
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At Sydney Olympic Games freestyle wrestler Eldar Kurtanidze
repeated his achievement in Atlanta and won bronze medal
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Viadimer Chanturia became bronze medalist at Sydney Olympic Games
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Georgian President received our delegation
on its return from Sydney Olympic Games,
decorated all prize-winners with Order of
Honor and thanked

Jano Bagrationi for the work done
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Before departure to the Athens Olympic
Games the Georgian Olympic delegation was
received by President Mikheil Saakashvili
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has become the first

Olimpic champion of
independent Georgia
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In Athens Giorgi Asanidze has
become the second in turn
Olimpic champion of
independent Georgia
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In Athens for the first time
ofter two Olimpic Games
Georgian Nestor Khergiani
won a silver medal
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Ramaz Nozadze's silwer medal had become
our fourth and last joy in Athens
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For the first time in the history
Europe’s Youth Olympic Days
representatives of Georgia are
celebrating vietory in the
football teams contest
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Georgian delegation at the
opening ceremony of Europe’s
Youth Olympic Days

godby asbgPognsdggdds. dsemo obbamgbgdo bogh-
o dmeobo L"!Q(ﬂBO‘aﬁo dmao'é)génb ;’)eﬁa;}m& L;mﬂv
36l Lasyggongbogdae smoatgh.

fengddo
meod3on®ds gmdodghds fgoe sdBoneee adea-
Gdge emad3obdols opggdols 3610355600, B3 ad-

amabb(ﬁ)gbcuﬁ\ub gg()@aﬁm@)ﬂﬁﬂggn © cg(f}(?_i)mdmﬁ-
Jn6bgdoom, bsgaberks wa bogbgol emadlog®o ;sda-

.)8\533 ha‘-].)ﬁm;}:]ggmb 35)(*)35‘3;;33&

dg00ks s3babggeo gogmgsdmggbgdom, daggaﬁggﬁa;l-
dols, Jggb(}.)@:}?}fﬂs, Uagﬁgiﬁn'l&b ©S 65(*:’335)3?)015 ad-
deggdom, eyrmoddogo dgbgmdols APONMGDS- 39
mﬂﬂav’%‘“l")?}(‘)m.

1999 Fgemls bgmg-ol asbgoo wergoddogemo, Ho-
dgemogy ;Q:)ﬁ'ﬂsaﬂggogg sbtrnemgdes sder7) goEgdge
Bbjoﬁnngagﬁgmﬁa meod3on®o dgdsghosbols Grngnl,
03339 babgefimmgdols 66396 7Obsmow gates-

67



3o, 2001 fgeo. g3Bmdol sbamasbgam
oz0d3og gty bajsdnggemb
 otBedsmagbemgdds, Bgodemgds omdpb, Gend
b6fgobasmgr 0sb3stbgl s 53 owndsdgdols
olimtos8o o Bampbedel, mabo

6ol Bgpimo dmodengb @3 jomgy @0
dthobgsm @sodbabyigl. 53 dgmmodoab ghoo
brobggser ddgmgmbsbons, abadiBgbo jo
Bmogeobadgdts domomolighm 3bgat0Tby oge.
38 bythsoby bméae Bagbo domdnimte
dogeemolifigdo s oo d3Gebaemgdo sthosh
Sdgdosmbo. Byrs Goadn: s Fgxgxesbo,
3950 doggdady, xgdsg Baormsgormo
(@gobgemglo), goerie Bobxogadgogmo; Jgdeon
— oty .!Baggé'aaoggn, K3O%0 nbgo-)Qoﬂﬁn
Murcia, 2001, Georgian entrants performed
brilliantly at Europe’s Youth Olympic Days and
broke the record of these games by the number of
awards. They won four gold and two brenze
medals. Out of these medals one was gaining of
track and field athletes and the rest of the medals
were traditionally under the belt judoists.
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Thilisi, 2001.

GNOC edition
“Olympieli” has been
recognized as the best
magazine. The photo
shows Emzar
Zenaishvili, chair of
“Olympieli” editorial
board, receiving award
“Golden Pen”
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Lausanne. 2001,

The pictures showing
decoration of Juan Antonio
Samaranch with the “Gold
Fleece.” The upper left photo:
Juan Antonio Samaranch, Pere
Mirre and Emzar Zenaishvili
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The ceremony of passing “Daimler-Benz”
minibus to GNOC as a gift within the GNOC
and “Daimler-Benz special joint program.
From left to right: Thomas Bach, Jano
Bagrationi and Matthias Klainert
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The world’s first youth
sports games.
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Shalva Mukhiashvili,
Levan Vacharadze,
Shalva Bogholashvili and
Mikheil Bagauri
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Jano Bagrationi with the

Olimpic Champions

Shota Chabareli and David Chachaleishvili
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Thilisi. 2000.

Foreign Olimpic movement’s leaders with
Jano Bagrationi in the

Georgian Olimpic museum
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Participants of the meeting in GNOC

arranged with the help of Koji Osava,

President of Japanese-Georgian

Association of Friendship
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Georgian Olimpic Festival’s

guests and hosts
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Tsinara Tereladze’s “Horse-
Ball”
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“Baseball” and its author
Levan Vardosanidze
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I0C President Juan Antonio Samaranch’s
visit to GNOC. During this visit Samaranch
decorated Jano Bagrationi with

I0C Olympic Order
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Thilisi. 2005,

Mario Peskante and Patrick Hickey
awarding the Order of Europe’s National
Olympic Committees to Jano Bagrationi
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Badri Patarkacishvili, Leri Khabelov and
Jano Bagrationi with his wife

Manana Mgaloblishvili
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Thilisi. 2001.

Jano Bagrationi and Juan Antonio
Samaranch are in the company of GNOC
employees
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Dear Mr Bagrationi,

I am pleased to convey my sincere congratulations and
best wishes for your 70th birthday. Throughout your life,
whether as an athlete, a coach or a sports leader, vou have
served your country with dedication and worked tirelessly to
promote sport and Olimpism and their values for the well-be-
ing of young people.

Almost 20 years ago, I, as President of the International
Olimpic Committee, closely followed the foundation of the
Georgian National Olympic Committee, of which you were
one of the initiators.

Just after the 1996 Games in Atlanta, the first Games for
Georgia as an independent team, you became President of the
NOC, a position which you held for the next eight vears. To-
day, as Honorary President, I am convinced that still keep a
close eye on Georgia's sports movement, providing vour
knowledge and clear vision of sport.

I must say that you have clearly left an indelible mark on
the landscape of sport in Georgia. And I was very pleased, in
1999, to honour you with the Olympic Order, a well-deserved
distinction for all these years spent serving the world of sport.

I'would like to send you my heartfelt congratulations. And
I wish you a very happy 70th birthday surrounded by all your
Jfriends and family.

JUAN ANTONIO SAMARANCH,

MARQUES DE SAMARANCH
10C Honorary President
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Thilisi. 1999.

Jano Bagrationi sang his favorite song “Country of
Flowers” at the celebration of GNOC’s 10th anniversary.
He says, “Singing is truly my hobby.

The family which brought me up followed the tradition
of great respect for choreography, singing and

Georgian culture in general”.




|

?._
r Y |: n |¢ aBa 2 i St

Baracri Basamusd e

F. i'MIE‘H.I'IHAEE M. MAXAPAJ3E

|
| KApArWweanM A MAMALALIBMIH
r SATPATHOHW 0. BAnfhagagze M CYXHIWEBHIW
| IMAQYCNUENON [, FAGYHWA W CAKBAPEMM[3E

AAVPEAT VI BCEMHPHOTO $ECTHBAAS
MOAOJERR ¥ CTYJEHTOR

H‘I |||1ﬂ il

rry3davHcHoOro
NONUTEXHWHECHONO MHCTMTYTA
ML I W. NEHWHA

nuens 4 el

Dosansard kergeur

b
W, MAMALIALUBHNM, T. "WPARAAE

Tpamcrabinies bratnieine

- LIAMITCL, 200043M60
29“30 LtwdliaM_ LJ ... Olaémn 293 0

@6 BLMITNM  FILANDENL LIRS

L3deM0TMy OT0804603060 06UE0TE0Y

LdJbSBAIEM MadibBab

dMNMeU I mBN
N JdCIANbL vcwmsenwn

LOTALEIRN

b, C0b0dd, T, bM30SE00, K. &0d&OS0MB0. ©, B30&0TR0T0

IMIIAN JIA8ISN
G. GMIRIRN0L. 8. GddANINL, S S8NGSTINT0b @ &. TASDIITSTINb
BIRRFISTMING

wmen s & 30AITJIMIbL » 1333363 33NTU

meomesan - M. EasNoa3ancn
300030 BIANL BIRTB LIABIHAN JAIANG 3033
RALIBYNLN LICIAML B LXMDY 2) 30 BT g 3CANBN N90238)

beymolih %360 dag@sgombol
dmbXjormgmBao Bbegemor
Babhogob goagystob,
Lyjsoggmnl dogothydee o
olipohob bglriee

@6 9l eol hwﬁcaﬁ&m 01593330
The consert posters of Georgian
Polytechnic institute with the solist
Jano Bagrationi in the

cast together with the lanreate

of the world’s festival

83



%3be Bogahombds (bgms mefmby, byms Gogdo, dadyybbowab
dymitg) bsgstamggemb dmmofhgibogato ﬂ%n&tj&o‘* o6 galighronsb
o 1959 Faemb gamobegthagog dmoshs 3 gsdofigmadb

b jmb3n@dom figos; ﬂm.& byGomby: gobm Baatfm&nmﬁn 53939

o6 g bgtol bomolggdent 636mgmo sdgbadglonb ms

soeopns Brodosbonb ghogss smdydmopmo.

As a member of pops orchestra to Georgian Polytechnic Institute Jano
Bagrationi (second from the left in the upper row on the upper photo)
traveled to Tselinograd and visited worker in the virgin lands with
concerts, The lower photo shows Jano Bagrationi together with soloists
of the same orchestra Nanuli Abesadze and Lola Khomiants.
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Jano Bagrationi on the scene
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Jano Bagrationi: “Singing is a part of my life, but it’s not my profession and I don’t claim this”,
Sometimes lover of songs Jano Bagrationi entertains the audience while singing in duet with
professional singer Liza Bagrationi who is his niece.
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During the jubilee soiree in the opera-house in honor of Nona Gaprindashvili, the anchor of the
soiree Nino Shubladze gave a microphone to Jano Bagrationi right in the “family” box-seat
where Jano sang a song in honor of Nona
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'FROM THE FAMILY ALBUM
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One year old Jano Bagrationi
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Seven year old Jano Bagrationi
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“My mother Ketevan Mgaloblishvili-
Bagrationi was 10 years younger than my
father. She studied at the conservatory and
acquainted with my father there. My mother
was singing together with Mary Nakashidze
and Nadezda Kharadze. One time she was
dancing in the ensemble together with my
father. After my birth my mother had quitted
her activity at the stage”.
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Jano Bagrationi: “My father Jano (Irakli)
Bagrationi was People’s Artist of Georgia. He
was at the origins of Georgian choreography.
Jano Bagrationi was among them who
combined in our choreography new and old,
traditional and contemporary trends.

My father was excellent singer, creator and
artistic director of Georgia’s state jazz
orchestra. This jazz orchestra was the first
that played “Country of Flowers”,
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Jano Bagrationi: ,,My wife Manana

Mgaloblishvili is a biologist by trade and

works in a Republican Pediatric Hospital. She

is very affectionate and tactful spouse and a

good housewife. She is a wonderful cook. She

is very enthusiastic, takes care of me and

constantly urges me to look after my health®.
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“My brother Giorgi Bagranom is eight years
younger and he is a technologist of wool
production. He has wonderful wife and two
daughters. Giorgi is both my brother and
friend. He calls me several times a day. We
can’t be in comfort without each other”.
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,»1'm the happiest man, because

my [amily has never seen any row.

The whole kinsfolk have

cordial relations and

we always need each other*
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